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Head Teacher’s Update

At Maidenhill, we want 
students to develop into 

happy, confident and successful 
young adults and, whilst 
qualifications are undeniably 
extremely important, we know 
that to become well-rounded 

members of society, students also 
need opportunities to develop 
interpersonal and leadership skills.
Our vertical tutor groups give 
students experience in mentoring 
younger members by reviewing 
termly grades and sharing ideas 

of how to learn more effectively.  
At the same time they support each 
other as they move up through the 
school. 

Our Year 10 Sports Leaders have 
been leading students in inter-
community sports competitions 
and the annual Sports Day, whilst 
in the last few weeks we have been 
interviewing prospective Student 
Leaders from our new Year 11.  It is 
always one of the most pleasurable 
and rewarding processes and this 
year has been no exception.  Each 
Learning Community now has two 
enthusiastic and capable Student 
Leaders who will work alongside 
their Learning Community Leaders 
and the Senior Leadership Team. 
We believe they are ready to 
rise to the challenge of more 
responsibility and I know they will 
be exceptional role models to other 
students and great ambassadors 
for our school.

Mrs Wilson - Headteacher
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Student Leaders 2016-17
DOVEROW
Olivia Allen, DKG
Oliver King, DCT

HARESFIELD
Alice Neale, HRC
Ewan Thomson, HDK

FROCESTER
Charlie-Marie Emery, FCN
Libby Underhill, FDH

RODBOROUGH
Will McMurtrie, RKF
Niamh Nicholls, RKF
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Congratulations to Wesley Lowe and Nicole Grist who took first 
prize in the Under 14 Duet category at the Cheltenham Festival for 

Performing Arts  on Saturday 7th May.

The winning song “The Rose” was sung in the Summer Concert on 30th June.

Cheltenham Festival of Performing Arts

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

On Thursday 30th June, Year 
11 GCSE Drama group 

visited the Parabola Theatre at 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College to 
watch “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”, performed by the Bristol 
Old Vic Theatre School. 

We felt the play was performed to a high quality and the actors were 
surprisingly good for students. A Midsummer Night’s Dream was 
written by William Shakespeare and the version we watched was a slight 
variation of the traditional piece. This is because it was set in the 19th 
century rather than in Shakespeare’s time, or in ancient Rome, the period 
in which Shakespeare set the play.  For example, at the start of the play 
the setting was a factory and the characters were factory workers or 
managers. 

We would recommend this production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
to anyone who enjoys watching theatrical pieces.

George Sutton, 10HDK and Josh Smith, 10 HIJ

Gloucestershire’s 
Kids Got Talent

On Saturday 23rd of April I 
took part in Gloucestershire’s 

Got Talent.

I was anxious as I approached the 
stage but as I sang I felt so happy, 
the judges looked stunned. As the 
time came for the results I was 
extremely worried as there were 
also two musical theatre singers 
there, this made me think that I 
had no chance. As they said my 
name my eyes almost filled with 
tears, I was overwhelmed.  They 
asked me to perform for the last 
time to finish the show.  After the 
show a woman who was part of 
the Increasing Peace programme 
came to me and said that she is 
part of a group that goes around 
the world performing to people to 
increase the peace in the world.  
She said she is going to Hungary 
and would love it if I could come 
along and perform. She gave my 
mum her number and we went 
home. 

I still have not got over the 
fact that I have won. My mum 
mentioned that last year’s winner 
was asked to switch the Christmas 
lights on, so if I get asked, I will feel 
privileged and excited to do it. 

Wesley Lowe, 9HRA

Stonehouse in Bloom

Stonehouse received a Silver Award in Heart of 
England in Bloom 2015. This year they are “Going for 

Gold” and have asked students from Maidenhill School 
to get involved.

Some of our students who attend lunchtime club have 
been working hard to grow sunflowers in pots ready 
for the judges’ visit at the end of July when they will be 
displayed in groups at various points around the town.
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In May, as part of our 
geography GCSE 

course, Year 10 visited 
Tenby in Pembrokeshire. 
It’s important to have 
the experience of being a 
geographer ‘in the field’. 
We conducted a series of 
experiments to answer our 
original question, ‘What are 
the impacts of honeypot 
sites on Pembrokeshire?’.  
We stayed in the youth hostel at Manorbier in the Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park, close to the coastal footpath. The views were amazing.

This was a very successful trip as it allowed us to gather the data 
needed as well as have a good time. I thoroughly enjoyed it and would 
recommend attending to the new Year 10. Footpath experiments, 
questionnaires, pedestrian counts and land use surveys formed our data 
collection.

This visit allowed me to see what we’ve learnt in previous lessons in its 
physical form. I feel this has benefitted me as I can now see how things 
became the way they are. 

‘On the final day we visited an adventure park. This was really enjoyable 
because after 2 days of really hard work we could relax and have fun’. 
‘I thoroughly enjoyed myself surrounded by friends and a good positive 
working environment’.

‘Overall the Pembrokeshire visit was really amazing and if I could, I would 
go back again’.

Mrs Ferry’s Geography group

Stroud College and 
Museum

Students in the Year 10 Art and 
Design GCSE group visited 

the Stroud College Art Show in 
June.  The exhibition is a showcase 
for the final work of students on 
a range of courses at the college, 
many of whom are going on to 
study at degree level in areas as 
diverse as fashion, photography, 
illustration, graphics and product 
design. The Maidenhill group were 
inspired by the quality and sheer 
range of materials and approaches 
used by the students and came 
away with ideas for their own 
work as they enter Year 11.

Later in the morning we crossed 
the park to Stroud Museum to 
see an exhibition of images of 
famous musicians by professional 
photographers David Corio 
and Fred Chance. Students also 
had the opportunity to explore 
the permanent collection of art 
works and artefacts to end a very 
full morning of inspiration and 
research for their own studies.

Geography Field visit to Pembrokeshire

Our Year 9s took part in an Inspired 
Futures Roadshow where they got 

to hear about university life from some 
of the Royal Agricultural University 
student ambassadors to get motivated 
for their future.

In the sessions the students were 
encouraged to think about and explore 
what university is like and how they might create and follow their 
pathway to higher education. The sessions also focused on raising 
aspiration and creating an awareness of university life and learning. 
The RAU team also helped our students to think positively about 
their future goals, education and career pathways through engaging, 
interactive and fun activities.
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Royal Agricultural University (RAU) Inspired Futures Roadshow
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Insight at Hartpury College

On 5th and 6th May a 
group of Year 8 students 

from Maidenhill (selected by 
their own peers during a special 
assembly) went to Nature in Art 
to participate in a two day course 
to learn about becoming peer 
mentors. 

On the first day we met our 
instructors for the two days, 

Suzy and Chris, and we were then split into two groups. 

The Assist course experience was amazing and we had such a blast!!!
 We learnt all about the risks associated with not being smoke free, about 
the chemical make-up of cigarettes and how as a peer mentor we could be 
better informed about making healthy lifestyle choices. 

Over the last couple of weeks Suzy and Chris have been doing follow up 
sessions at Maidenhill to ensure that we have been taking our peer mentor 
role seriously and have not forgotten the main skills and facts that we 
learnt on the two day course.  Our final challenge that we will all be facing 
is to perform in an assembly to all of our fellow Year 8 students explaining 
about what we did on the course and how to be smoke free.

On behalf of myself and all of the students that took part, I would like to say 
a huge thank you to Mr Bastow for arranging this course for us and also to 
Suzy and Chris for helping us through the two days.

Kit Thomas, 8DKG  

ACP Dyson ChallengeDecipher ASSIST Programme

A team of our Year 8 boys 
recently took part in a Design 

challenge day in Painswick. 
The day was organised by Art 
Couture Painswick. Working 
alongside 50 students from other 
Gloucestershire schools the 
students were given an insight into 
the world of professional practice 
by two lead designers from Dyson. 
They encouraged them to work 
cooperatively and creatively to 
make a ‘wearable, air powered 
solution to an everyday problem’.

With just a couple of hours , a box 
of Dyson parts, scissors, tape and 
cardboard to meet the challenge, 
Maidenhill students Kit Thomas, 
Callum Radford , James Ayre, 
Owen Mills and Sam Wheeler 
were set to work.  The students 
were guided by the product and 
fashion designers who placed great 
emphasis on the importance of 
making and learning from mistakes 
to develop ideas.

At the end of the day all of the 
teams pitched their designs to the 
audience of their peers, teachers, 
professionals and local MP Neil 
Carmichael. From pet washers to 
hover shoes the ideas were original 
and diverse but Maidenhill’s 
‘Smell Expel’ to combat personal 
and external odours really was a 
winner!

On Wednesday, 15th June, a group of Year 7s visited Hartpury 
College. The college hosted an event to help inspire and raise 

student aspirations and provided a carousel of workshops aimed at 
encouraging students to think about their future.

During the day our students received an introduction into what Higher 
Education (HE) means, and the many different ways to study at HE level. 
They also found out about the 
kinds of career paths they could 
follow if they studied at HE. 
The students had the opportunity 
to ‘Quiz their Ambassador’ and 
speak to current HE students 
about their student life and 
courses. We were taken on a tour 
of the campus and learnt about 
what studying at HE level would 
be like, and would you believe it 
we even saw meerkats!

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SUMMER 2016
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SPORT

The Bard of Windmill Hill

On 19th April, Trevor Carter, 
otherwise known as ‘The 

Bard of Windmill Hill’ paid a visit to 
Maidenhill School.  The only poet ever 
to win ‘Bristol Storyteller of the Year’, 
he regaled students with his winning 
entry ‘Meeting Mr Hog’ and then 
used his various poems to illustrate 
how poetry can be used for different 
purposes. 

Trevor writes in many styles but often 
pokes fun at things that happen in 
the world. The students particularly 
enjoyed his poem about the fact 
that blind people are legally entitled 
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to own guns in the state of Iowa, 
which Trevor performed in a great 
southern USA accent. 

Workshops with Year 9 students 
led to the creation of many gothic 
inspired poems such as this one by 
Amie Radford, 9RAM:

Long ago before you were here,
In my cottage I lived in fear.
Under the floorboards, 
lived a vampire there
When you stepped on a crack, 
he gave you a glare.

He glared, he glared
I didn’t dare to look him in the eye
I was too scared and cared too much.
I didn’t want to die.

Lurking around the corridors at night
It really was a horrible sight,
Oozing pus spreading around
And of course a terrifying sound.

He glared, he glared
I didn’t dare to look him in the eye
I was too scared and cared too much.
I didn’t want to die.

UK Maths Challenge

In May, we received the results 
of this year’s UK Maths 

Challenge. This is aimed at the 
most able students across the 
country and therefore to achieve 
certificates is an excellent result.

Congratulations to Sam Wheeler 
and Leonardo Russo who achieved 
a silver certificate and also to Keira 
Neve, Sky Thomas, Grace Knight, 
Joshua Ford, Freddie McCabe, 
James Ayre, Ashley Rowles, Ellie 
Luff, Marly Churchill, Ashleigh 
Portlock and Emily Southey who 
were awarded bronze certificates.

Congratulations to Sam Beard and Tyler Stanton for being placed as 
runner-up and winner in the University of Gloucestershire Poetry 
Competition (Year 7 – 9 category)

Elliot Gardner, Year 9, has 
performed outstandingly 

well in athletics this year. 
Elliot has excelled in the 
shot put and discus.  
His commitment to training 
has helped Elliot to improve 
his technique and self-
confidence when performing.  
Elliot narrowly missed out 
on a place in the South 
Cotwolds athletics team when 
performing at the County 
Championships at the Prince 
of Wales Athletics Stadium.  
We wish Elliot the best of luck 
for next year.

The attendance at our 
summer extra-curricular 
sports clubs has been 
extremely high and we have 
had many wins against other 
Stroud schools in rounders 
fixtures.  Students have been 
committed and worked well 
together as a team to produce 
successful outcomes. 
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Cots for Tots 
Charity Concert

On 12th May, some of the Year 
11 music group organised a 

concert to say thank you to Mrs 
Ball for her support over their 
time at Maidenhill and also to raise 
money for a charity, Cots for Tots.  
The Cots for Tots Appeal raises 
funds for life-saving equipment and 
pioneering new facilities to help 
save the lives of sick and premature 
babies at Bristol’s Special Care 
Baby Unit.

Jay Holloway, Maddie Gloyne 
and Leah Johncock were the key 
organisers and through ticket 
sales and a raffle, they managed to 
raise nearly £500 for this amazing 
charity.  A lot of hard work went 
into organising this event and 
they should be really proud of 
themselves.

Japanese Visitors at Maidenhill

Last term we warmly welcomed 
Urawa High School from 

Japan to Maidenhill. I applied 
to be a buddy and fortunately 
was accepted. We met our 
new Japanese friends in the 
morning and took them around 
our lessons with us. I took mine 
to an English lesson where we 

studied Shakespeare together. 
At break time we went to Miss 
Fry’s catering rooms where the 
GCSE catering group had made us 
all some good old British scones 
with jam and cream! They were 
delicious. After break the fun 
really started as the Japanese 
students put on a workshop for us 
to experience Japanese culture. 
We tried origami, chopsticks, 
calligraphy and Japanese games. 
We also had the chance to dress 
up in Japanese national dress 
which was really good fun. After 
a long day it was time for final 
goodbyes and of course, lots of 
selfies with our new friends! I 
really hope they come back soon 
- they were so polite and friendly. 
I really recommend anyone to be 

a buddy as it is a really rewarding 
and fascinating experience. It has 
also made me really want to go 
to Japan one day. It seems like an 
amazing country.

George Sutton, 10HDK

Boulogne Trip

In the very early morning of 
Saturday, 21st May , just before 

sunrise, a group of forty-one Year 
7 and Year 10 students and six 
teachers set off from Maidenhill 
for the long journey to Boulogne 
in France. As it happened, one of 
our two coach drivers was Kieran 
Morgan, a former Maidenhill 
student who had himself gone 
on the same visit with the school 
some eleven years before! 

The sailing to France was very 
smooth and students had lots of 
fun exploring the ferry before the 
short onward journey along the 
coast to Boulogne. Arriving in the 
old town, we were able to visit a 
souvenir shop for some essential 
purchases before setting off to 
Nausicaa sea-life centre. On the 
walk, we admired tasty treats in 
the shops along the way, including 
hand-made cakes and chocolate as 

well as some very smelly cheese 
and fresh fish at the port. We even 
had the chance to sample some 
freshly-baked croissants and pain 
au chocolat, which most agreed 
were better than the ones from 
English supermarkets.

At Nausicaa sea-life centre we 
were able to admire sea-life from 
all over the world, watch a seal 
and sea-lion demonstration, get 
up close to sharks and even stroke 
some fish before heading off to 
the Bar Hamiot for tea. We were 
served with a delicious meal and 
students were very well-behaved 
and appreciative, even though we 
were all tired by now. The meal 
over, we headed back to the coach 
for the return trip home and  a big 
rest on Sunday. Another great day, 
though, with lots of adults (English 
and French) commenting on how 
lovely our students are!



Headteacher: Mrs P Wilson  Telephone: 01453 822469
Maidenhill School, Kings Road, Stonehouse, GL10 2HA

Maidenhill School is a mixed 11-16 school in Stonehouse, 
Gloucestershire, ‘set at the foot of the Cotswold Hills’

Creating and achieving a brighter future

OPEN EVENING
Tuesday 27th 
September 6.30pm

OPEN DAYS
Wednesday 28th September 9.15am 
& Thursday 29th September 9.15am All welcome

TERM 1
Friday 2nd September INSET day

Monday 5th September Start of Term 1

Tuesday 13th September Maidenhill Friends’ Meeting – 7pm

Tuesday 13th September Y10 Parents’ Information Evening

Thursday 15th September Full Governing Body Meeting – 5pm

Monday 19th September Years 7 and 9 Photographs

Wednesday 21st September Y7 Parents’ Information Evening

Tuesday 27th September Open Evening – 6.30pm

Wednesday 28th September Open Morning – 9.15am

Thursday 29th September Open Morning – 9.15am

Friday 30th September INSET day

Friday 21st October End of Term 1 

TERM 2
Monday 31st October Start of Term 2

Thursday 3rd November Y7 Tutor Evening 

 - 3.30pm-5pm

Thursday 3rd November Maidenhill Friends’ Craft 
 Fair and Bingo - 5pm-7pm

Wednesday 9th November Stroud Ambitions Event

Tuesday 15th November Y11 Parents’ 
 Information Evening

Wednesday 17th November Full Governing Body 
 Meeting – 5pm

Thursday 24th November School Production – 7pm

Thursday 15th December Christmas Concert – 7pm

Friday 16th December End of Term 2

Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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